
SFHD

OS

MMD

P

MMD
GC

OS

GC

GC

OS

OS

GC

OS

IND/OP

GC

OS

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

OS

OS

GC

CC

OS

OS

GC

OS

SF

OS
OS

CC

OS

OS

OS
OS

OS

SFHD

OS

SF

SFHD SFHD
SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SF

SF SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

RC

MLDMLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

SFHD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MHD

MMD

MHD

MMD

SF

OS OS

MLD

MLD

GC

CC

GC

MLD

SFHD

P

P

P

P

MMD

MMD MHD

MU

MU

MHD

MLD MUMU MLD MLD

OS

MHD MLD

CC

OS

SFHD

IND/OP

IND/OPIND/OP

IND/OP

IND/OP

MU

OS
MU

MLD

OS

OS

OS

P

OS

P

OS

OS

MU

MU

SFHD

GC

OS OS

OS

OS

OS

MLD

SF OS

OS

SF
OS

OS
SF

OS

SF

SF

P

P

(HS-MS)

Community Park

(Country Day School)

P-QP

East

Community Park
West

(ES)

(ES)

(ES)

(ES)
(ES)

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

OS

MLD

OS

SF

OS

PQP

SF

SF

MLD

P-QP

Sac-Placerville Trans. Cor.Easton Valley Parkway

Sc
o�

 R
oa

d

Easton Valley Parkway

  R
ow

be
rr

y 

Iron  Point  RoadPrairie City Road

O
ak

  A
ve

nu
e

Iron Point Road

East  Bidw
ell  Street

N
ew

 P
la

ce
rv

ill
e 

Ro
ad

    
Ro

ad

Pr
ai

rie
 C

ity
 R

oa
d

El D
orado C

ounty

White Rock Road

HIGHWAY 50 Sacram
ento C

ounty

O
ak Avenue

Str
eet ‘A

’

Street ‘B’

Street ‘B’

MS

WPF

F

F

P

Br
oa

ds
to

ne
Pa

rk
w

ay

Em
pire Ranch Road

Street ‘A’

Folsom Plan Area Specific Plan
Community Design Guidelines



SFHD

OS

MMD

P

MMD
GC

OS

GC

GC

OS

OS

GC

OS

IND/OP

GC

OS

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

OS

OS

GC

CC

OS

OS

GC

OS

SF

OS
OS

CC

OS

OS

OS
OS

OS

SFHD

OS

SF

SFHD SFHD
SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SF

SF SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

RC

MLDMLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

SFHD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MHD

MMD

MHD

MMD

SF

OS OS

MLD

MLD

GC

CC

GC

MLD

SFHD

P

P

P

P

MMD

MMD MHD

MU

MU

MHD

MLD MUMU MLD MLD

OS

MHD MLD

CC

OS

SFHD

IND/OP

IND/OPIND/OP

IND/OP

IND/OP

MU

OS
MU

MLD

OS

OS

OS

P

OS

P

OS

OS

MU

MU

SFHD

GC

OS OS

OS

OS

OS

MLD

SF OS

OS

SF
OS

OS
SF

OS

SF

SF

P

P

(HS-MS)

Community Park

(Country Day School)

P-QP

East

Community Park
West

(ES)

(ES)

(ES)

(ES)
(ES)

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

OS

MLD

OS

SF

OS

PQP

SF

SF

MLD

P-QP

Sac-Placerville Trans. Cor.Easton Valley Parkway

Sc
o�

 R
oa

d

Easton Valley Parkway

  R
ow

be
rr

y 

Iron  Point  RoadPrairie City Road

O
ak

  A
ve

nu
e

Iron Point Road

East  Bidw
ell  Street

N
ew

 P
la

ce
rv

ill
e 

Ro
ad

    
Ro

ad

Pr
ai

rie
 C

ity
 R

oa
d

El D
orado C

ounty

White Rock Road

HIGHWAY 50 Sacram
ento C

ounty

O
ak Avenue

Str
eet ‘A

’

Street ‘B’

Street ‘B’

MS

WPF

F

F

P

Br
oa

ds
to

ne
Pa

rk
w

ay

Em
pire Ranch Road

Street ‘A’

Folsom Plan Area Specific Plan
Community Design Guidelines

April 2015
Torrence Planning & Design Inc.

Figure 4.1 Land Use Plan

Firestation (Conceptual Location) 

Police Substation (Conceptual Location) 

Municipal Services Center (Concept. Location) 

Water Public Facility (Conceptual Location)

Notes:     

1) Public Facilities and Municipal Services 
 Will be Located and Sized Per Facilities   
 Analysis.

2) Water Public Facility is a Placeholder   
 Subject to Negotiations With 
 Landowners and Final Technical 
 Studies.

Single Family:  1-4 du/ac

Single Family High Density:  4-7 du/ac

Multi-Family Low Density:  7-12 du/ac

Multi-Family Medium Density:  12-20 du/ac

Multi-Family High Density:  20-30 du/ac

Mixed Use:  9-30 du/ac

Industrial/Office Park

Community Commercial

General Commercial

Regional Commercial

Parks (Community, Neighborhood, Local)

Open Space

Public/Quasi-Public

Specific Plan Boundary

Parcel Boundary

Powerline Easement ROW

Land Use plan
Section 4

Land Use

0 800’ 1600’ 2400’

Pr
ai

rie
 C

ity
 R

oa
d

White Rock Road

O
ak Avenue

Str
eet ‘A

’

Street ‘B’

Street ‘B’

MS

WPF

F

F

P

Br
oa

ds
to

ne
Pa

rk
w

ay

Em
pire Ranch Road

Sac-Placerville Trans. Cor.Easton Valley Parkway

Sc
o�

 R
oa

d

Easton Valley Parkway

  R
ow

be
rr

y 

Iron  Point  RoadPrairie City Road

O
ak

  A
ve

nu
e

Iron Point Road

East  Bidw
ell  Street

N
ew

 P
la

ce
rv

ill
e 

Ro
ad

    
Ro

ad
      

      S
treet ‘A’

SFHD

OS

MMD

P

MMD
GC

OS

GC

GC

OS

OS

GC

OS

IND/OP

GC

OS

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

OS

OS

GC

CC

OS

OS

GC

OS

SF

OS
OS

CC

OS

OS

OS
OS

OS

SFHD

OS

SF

SFHD SFHD
SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SFHD

SF

SF SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

SF

RC

MLDMLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

SFHD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MLD

MHD

MMD

MHD

MMD

SF

OS OS

MLD
PQP

MLD

GC

CC

GC

MLD

SFHD

P

P

P

P

MMD

MMD MHD

MU

MU

MHD

MLD MUMU MLD MLD

OS

MHD MLD

CC

SFHD

IND/OP

IND/OPIND/OP

IND/OP

IND/OP

MU

OS
MU

MLD

OS

OS

OS

P

OS

P

OS

OS

MU

MU

SFHD

GC

OS OS

OS

OS

OS

MLD

SF OS

OS

SF
OS

OS
SF

PQP OS

SF

SF

P

P

(HS-MS)

Community Park

(Country Day School)

P-QP

East

Community Park
West

(ES)

(ES)

(ES)

(ES)
(ES)

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

P-QP

OS

MLD

OS

SF

OS

PQP

SF

SF

MLD

P-QP



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Blank Page 



THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 i 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

SECTION 1:   OVERVIEW 

1.1 OVERVIEW ........................................................................................................................................................................... 1-1 

1.2 SETTING .............................................................................................................................................................................. 1-1 

1.3 THE SPECIFIC PLAN VISION ...................................................................................................................................................... 1-3 

1.3.1 PLAN AREA DESIGN PRINCIPLES ................................................................................................................................... 1-3 

1.4 THE PUBLIC REALM ............................................................................................................................................................... 1-3 

1.4.1 THE PUBLIC REALM VISION ......................................................................................................................................... 1-3 

1.5 PURPOSE OF THE COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES ..................................................................................................................... 1-4 

1.6 RELATED PLANNING DOCUMENTS ............................................................................................................................................ 1-6 

1.6.1 THE CITY OF FOLSOM GENERAL PLAN ............................................................................................................................ 1-6 

1.6.2 THE FOLSOM MUNICIPAL CODE ................................................................................................................................... 1-6 

1.6.3 THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN ........................................................................................................................ 1-6 

1.6.4 THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT & THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ............................................................ 1-6 

1.6.5 THE TRANSIT MASTER PLAN ........................................................................................................................................ 1-7 

1.6.6 THE OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT PLAN ......................................................................................................................... 1-7 

1.6.7 THE ADDENDUM TO THE CITY OF FOLSOM BIKEWAY MASTER PLAN .................................................................................... 1-7 

1.6.8 THE OPERATIONAL AIR QUALITY MITIGATION PLAN ......................................................................................................... 1.8 

1.7 HOW TO USE THE GUIDELINES ................................................................................................................................................. 1-8 

1.8 THE DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS ................................................................................................................................................. 1-8 

1.9 ORGANIZATION ..................................................................................................................................................................... 1-8 

 

 



 

ii THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 

 

SECTION 2:   PUBLIC REALM DESIGN ELEMENTS 

2.1 OVERVIEW ........................................................................................................................................................................... 2-1 

2.2 GATEWAYS .......................................................................................................................................................................... 2-2 

2.2.1 PRIMARY GATEWAYS ................................................................................................................................................. 2-2 

2.2.2 SECONDARY GATEWAYS ............................................................................................................................................. 2-2 

2.3 ENHANCED INTERSECTIONS ..................................................................................................................................................... 2-5 

2.4 NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRIES ....................................................................................................................................................... 2-6 

2.5 TRAFFIC CALMING FEATURES ................................................................................................................................................... 2-8 

2.5.1 TRAFFIC CIRCLES ....................................................................................................................................................... 2-8 

2.5.2 RAISED INTERSECTIONS ............................................................................................................................................... 2-9 

2.5.3 INTERSECTION & MID-BLOCK NECK-DOWNS .................................................................................................................. 2-9 

2.5.4 ENHANCED PAVING ................................................................................................................................................. 2-10 

2.6 BRIDGES ............................................................................................................................................................................ 2-11 

2.6.1 HIGHWAY 50 BRIDGES ............................................................................................................................................. 2-11 

2.6.2 ARTERIAL & COLLECTOR STREET BRIDGES .................................................................................................................... 2-11 

2.6.3 BIKEWAY & PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES .............................................................................................................................. 2-11 

2.6.4 TRAIL BRIDGES........................................................................................................................................................ 2-11 

2.7 LIGHTING ........................................................................................................................................................................... 2-12 

2.7.1 STREET LIGHTING .................................................................................................................................................... 2-12 

2.7.2 BUILDING, PARKING & LANDSCAPE LIGHTING ............................................................................................................... 2-12 

2.7.3 BIKEWAY & TRAIL LIGHTING ...................................................................................................................................... 2-13 

2.8 SIGNS ............................................................................................................................................................................... 2-14 

2.8.1 IDENTITY & DIRECTIONAL SIGNS ................................................................................................................................. 2-14 



THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 iii 

 

2.8.2 BIKEWAY & TRAIL SIGNS........................................................................................................................................... 2-15 

2.9 PUBLIC ART ........................................................................................................................................................................ 2-16 

2.10  STREET FURNITURE ............................................................................................................................................................ 2-17 

2.10.1 BENCHES ............................................................................................................................................................... 2-17 

2.10.2 BOLLARDS .............................................................................................................................................................. 2-17 

2.10.3 SHELTERS ............................................................................................................................................................... 2-18 

2.10.4 DRINKING FOUNTAINS .............................................................................................................................................. 2-18 

2.10.5 TRASH & RECYCLING RECEPTACLES ............................................................................................................................. 2-19 

2.10.6 PLANTERS .............................................................................................................................................................. 2-19 

2.10.7 TRELLISES .............................................................................................................................................................. 2-20 

2.10.8 FOUNTAINS & WATER FEATURES ............................................................................................................................... 2-20 

2.10.9 TREE GRATES AND GUARDS ....................................................................................................................................... 2-21 

2.10.10  KIOSKS ................................................................................................................................................................ 2-21 

2.10.11  BIKE RACKS & SHELTERS ......................................................................................................................................... 2-21 

2.11  WALLS & FENCES .............................................................................................................................................................. 2-22 

2.11.1 SOUND WALLS ....................................................................................................................................................... 2-22 

2.11.2 VISUAL PRIVACY WALLS ........................................................................................................................................... 2-22 

2.11.3 FENCES ................................................................................................................................................................. 2-23 

2.12  RETAINING WALLS ............................................................................................................................................................. 2-23 

2.13   PLANTING & IRRIGATION ..................................................................................................................................................... 2-24 

2.13.1 LOW WATER USE PLANTING ..................................................................................................................................... 2-24 

2.13.2 STREET TREES ......................................................................................................................................................... 2-25 

2.13.3 SHRUBS, GROUND COVER & LAWN ............................................................................................................................ 2-28 

2.13.4 IRRIGATION ............................................................................................................................................................ 2-29 



 

iv THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 

 

2.14   BIKEWAYS, SIDEWALKS & TRAILS .......................................................................................................................................... 2-29 

2.14.1 BIKEWAYS .............................................................................................................................................................. 2-29 

2.14.2 SIDEWALKS ............................................................................................................................................................ 2-30 

2.14.3 TRAILS .................................................................................................................................................................. 2-31 

2.15   OPEN SPACE TRAIL HEAD PARKING ....................................................................................................................................... 2-32 

SECTION 3:   PUBLIC REALM COMPONENTS 

3.1 OVERVIEW ........................................................................................................................................................................... 3-1 

3.2 PUBLIC STREETS SIGNATURE CORRIDORS & LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS ............................................................................................... 3-2 

3.2.1 STREETS .................................................................................................................................................................. 3-3 

 EXPRESSWAYS .................................................................................................................................................... 3-4 

 ARTERIAL STREETS ............................................................................................................................................... 3-5 

 COLLECTOR STREETS ............................................................................................................................................ 3-6 

 URBAN STREETS .................................................................................................................................................. 3-7 

3.2.2 SIGNATURE CORRIDORS .............................................................................................................................................. 3-9 

 EASTON VALLEY PARKWAY .................................................................................................................................. 3-10 

 PRAIRIE CITY ROAD ............................................................................................................................................ 3-11 

 OAK AVENUE ................................................................................................................................................... 3-13 

 SCOTT ROAD .................................................................................................................................................... 3-14 

 EMPIRE RANCH ROAD ........................................................................................................................................ 3-15 

 STREET ‘A’ ....................................................................................................................................................... 3-16 

 STREET ‘B’ ....................................................................................................................................................... 3-17 

 ROWBERRY ROAD ............................................................................................................................................. 3-18 

 WHITE ROCK ROAD (FUTURE SOUTHEAST CAPITAL CONNECTOR) ............................................................................... 3-19 



THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 v 

 

3.2.3 LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS ........................................................................................................................................... 3-20 

3.3 OPEN SPACE ...................................................................................................................................................................... 3-22 

3.3.1 NATURAL PARKWAYS ............................................................................................................................................... 3-24 

3.4 PARKS ............................................................................................................................................................................... 3-25 

3.5 SCHOOLS ........................................................................................................................................................................... 3-26 

3.6 MUNICIPAL SERVICES FACILITIES ............................................................................................................................................ 3-27 

3.7 INFRASTRUCTURE ................................................................................................................................................................ 3-28 

APPENDIX A:   CITY OF FOLSOM MASTER TREE LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

vi THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

FIGURE 1.1 PROJECT LOCATION  ................................................................................................................................................... 1-1 

FIGURE 1.2 THE PLAN AREA ........................................................................................................................................................ 1-2 

FIGURE 1.3 THE PUBLIC REALM ................................................................................................................................................... 1-5 

FIGURE 2.1 CONCEPTUAL GATEWAY PLAN ..................................................................................................................................... 2-2 

FIGURE 2.2 POTENTIAL GATEWAY & ENHANCED INTERSECTION LOCATIONS ......................................................................................... 2-4 

FIGURE 2.3 CONCEPTUAL ENHANCED INTERSECTION PLAN ................................................................................................................ 2-5 

FIGURE 2.4 CONCEPTUAL PLAN OF A NON-GATED NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRY .......................................................................................... 2-6 

FIGURE 2.5 CONCEPTUAL PLAN OF A NON-GATE NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRY – ENHANCED ......................................................................... 2-6 

FIGURE 2.6 CONCEPTUAL PLAN OF A NON-GATED NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRY – ENHANCED WITH A MEDIAN ................................................. 2-6 

FIGURE 2.7 CONCEPTUAL PLAN OF AN ENHANCED GATED NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRY ................................................................................ 2-7 

FIGURE 2.8 PLAN VIEW OF A RAISED INTERSECTION ......................................................................................................................... 2-9 

FIGURE 2.9 PLAN VIEW OF AN INTERSECTION NECK-DOWN ............................................................................................................... 2-9 

FIGURE 2.10 SECTION VIEW A CLASS I BIKEWAY .............................................................................................................................. 2-30 

FIGURE 2.11 SECTION VIEW A PAVED TRAIL ................................................................................................................................... 2-31 

FIGURE 2.12 SECTION VIEW AN UNPAVED TRAIL ............................................................................................................................. 2-32 

FIGURE 3.1 FPASP CIRCULATION PLAN ......................................................................................................................................... 3-3 

FIGURE 3.2 WHITE ROCK ROAD ................................................................................................................................................... 3-4 

FIGURE 3.3 TYPICAL URBAN ARTERIAL ........................................................................................................................................... 3-5 

FIGURE 3.4 TYPICAL OPEN SPACE ARTERIAL  ................................................................................................................................... 3-5 

FIGURE 3.5 TYPICAL  COLLECTOR .................................................................................................................................................. 3-6 

FIGURE 3.6 TOWN CENTER AREA ................................................................................................................................................. 3-7 



THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 vii 

 

FIGURE 3.7 TYPICAL URBAN STREET (PARALLEL PARKING) ................................................................................................................. 3-8 

FIGURE 3.8 TYPICAL URBAN STREET (ANGLE PARKING) .................................................................................................................... 3-8 

FIGURE 3.9 SIGNATURE CIRCULATION CORRIDORS ........................................................................................................................... 3-9 

FIGURE 3.10 EASTON VALLEY PARKWAY ........................................................................................................................................ 3-10 

FIGURE 3.11 PRAIRIE CITY ROAD .................................................................................................................................................. 3-11 

FIGURE 3.12 PRAIRIE CITY ROAD (ALTERNATIVE DESIGN) ................................................................................................................. 3-12 

FIGURE 3.13 DEPRESSED ARTERIAL  .............................................................................................................................................. 3-12 

FIGURE 3.14 AT-GRADE ARTERIAL  ............................................................................................................................................... 3-12 

FIGURE 3.15 OAK AVENUE ......................................................................................................................................................... 3-13 

FIGURE 3.16 SCOTT ROAD .......................................................................................................................................................... 3-14 

FIGURE 3.17 EMPIRE RANCH ROAD .............................................................................................................................................. 3-15 

FIGURE 3.18 STREET ‘A’ ............................................................................................................................................................. 3-16 

FIGURE 3.19 STREET ‘B’ ............................................................................................................................................................. 3-17 

FIGURE 3.20 ROWBERRY ROAD ................................................................................................................................................... 3-18 

FIGURE 3.21 WHITE ROCK ROAD (FUTURE SOUTHEAST CAPITAL CONNECTOR) ..................................................................................... 3-19 

FIGURE 3.22 LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS & NATURAL PARKWAYS ........................................................................................................... 3-21 

FIGURE 3.23 OPEN SPACE .......................................................................................................................................................... 3-23 

FIGURE 3.24 STREET ‘A’ NATURAL PARKWAY ................................................................................................................................. 3-24 

FIGURE 3.25 WHITE ROCK ROAD NATURAL PARKWAY ..................................................................................................................... 3-24 

FIGURE 3.26 PARK LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS ................................................................................................................................... 3-25 

FIGURE 3.27 PARK LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS ................................................................................................................................... 3-25 

FIGURE 3.28 SCHOOL NATURAL PARKWAYS AND LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS ............................................................................................ 3-26 

FIGURE 3.29 SCHOOL LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS ................................................................................................................................ 3-26 



 

viii THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 

 

FIGURE 3.30 SCHOOL NATURAL PARKWAYS ................................................................................................................................... 3-26 

FIGURE 3.31 MUNICIPAL SERVICE FACILITIES LOCATIONS .................................................................................................................. 3-27 

FIGURE 3.32 DETENTION BASIN ................................................................................................................................................... 3-28 

FIGURE 3.33 INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATIONS .................................................................................................................................... 3-29 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

TABLE 2.1 RECOMMENDED STREET TREES (ARTERIAL, COLLECTOR & URBAN STREETS) ....................................................................... 2-26 

TABLE 2.2 EXAMPLES OF RECOMMENDED SHRUBS & GROUND COVER (PUBLIC REALM) ..................................................................... 2-27 



  Introduction  Introduction

11



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Blank Page 



2  INTRODUCTION   1 

 

 

THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES - APRIL 2015 1-1 

 

1.1  OVERVIEW 

In 2011, The City of Folsom adopted The 

Folsom Plan Area Specific Plan (FPASP or 

Specific Plan) to guide development of 

approximately 3,500 acres of property (Plan 

Area or Site) south of U.S. Highway 50 that 

was successfully annexed to the City of 

Folsom in 2012 (refer to Figure 1.1 – Project 

Location). 

1.2  SETTING 

The Plan Area is located in the southern 

portion of the City of Folsom and includes all 

the area bounded by U.S. Highway 50 to the 

north, the Sacramento/El Dorado County line 

to the east, White Rock Road to the south and 

Prairie City Road to the west (refer to Figure 

1.2 – The Plan Area).  The Plan Area consists 

of approximately 3,500 acres of undeveloped 

gently rolling terrain and areas of steeper 

hillsides covered in either grasslands or oak 

woodlands.  Historically, the majority of the 

Plan Area was used for cattle grazing and the 

Site currently retains its rural character.  As 

undeveloped property, the Plan Area has no 

distinctive architectural character; rather the 

natural environment of oak woodlands and 

grasslands dominates the visual environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 1.1 – Project Location 
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Figure 1.2 - The Plan Area (Looking Southwest from U.S. Highway 50 & East Bidwell Street) 
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1.3 THE SPECIFIC PLAN VISION 

Section 3.2 of The Specific Plan describes the 

Plan Area as a self-sufficient, 

pedestrian/transit-oriented community with a 

range of shopping, employment, housing and 

schooling options, transportation choices and 

recreational alternative that respect both the 

character of the site as well as adjacent city 

neighborhoods.  As more fully described in 

the Specific Plan, the Plan Area will feature a 

mix of residential neighborhoods of 

diversified densities, a centrally located 

regional commercial center, a mixed-use 

town center, an entertainment district, 

mixed-use neighborhood centers, schools, 

parks and other neighborhood services 

distributed throughout the community linked 

together by a transit corridor and a system of 

complete streets. 

1.3.1 Plan Area Design Principles  

(refer to FPASP Section 3.3) 

 Planning Principle 1 - Comprehensively 

Planned Community:  Create a well-

integrated, comprehensively planned 

community. 

 Planning Principle 2 - Enhancing the 

Natural Environment:  Preserve and 

protect the natural habitat within open 

space areas that also provides  

 

opportunities for recreation and 

enjoyment. 

 Planning Principle 3 - Mix of Compatible 

Land Uses:  Provide a variety of 

residential and commercial land uses, 

public facilities, parks and open spaces. 

 Planning Principle 4 - Transportation 

Options:  Provide a public transportation 

system; a network of “Complete Streets” 

with bike lanes, sidewalks, planting and 

transit stops and comprehensive system 

of Class I bike paths, sidewalks and 

pedestrian paths. 

 Planning Principle 5 - Compact 

Development:  Provide compact walkable 

neighborhood development form, with 

vibrant, pedestrian oriented centers and 

gathering places that are consistent with 

“Smart Growth” principles. 

 Planning Principle 6 - Sustainable Design:  

Make use of sustainable design practices 

intended to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions, reduce water consumption, 

and energy use and preserve valuable 

natural resources. 

 

 

 

1.4 THE PUBLIC REALM  

The Public Realm is a broad term used to 
describe the physical elements that knit a 
community together:  the streets, parks, 
public places, schools, and open spaces that 
will make the community memorable.   

For the Plan Area, “The Public Realm” 

includes all public street rights-of-way, 

landscape corridors and easements, open 

space and natural parkways and public 

infrastructure (refer to Figure 1.3 – The Public 

Realm).  The Plan Area components that are 

included in the definition of the Public Realm 

are described with more specificity in Section 

3 of these Community Design Guidelines. 

 

1.4.1 The Public Realm Vision 

The Specific Plan describes the Plan Area as a 

self-sufficient, pedestrian/transit-oriented 

community with a range of shopping, 

employment, housing, and schooling options, 

transportation choices and recreational 

alternatives.  To implement the Specific Plan 

vision, the Community Design Guidelines 

establish the required level of quality for the 

design elements and components of the 

Public Realm.  The Community Design 

Guidelines are not prescriptive; however they 

do set the standard by which all subsequent 
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development projects will be judged during 

the City’s Design Review process. 

Pursuant to development agreements in 

place on most properties within the Plan 

Area, the Community Design Guidelines 

(referenced in the development agreements 

as “Design Guidelines”) cannot be amended 

without the consent of all “Participating 

Landowners,” which is generally defined as 

those owners with approved, executed and 

recorded development agreements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5  PURPOSE OF THE 

COMMUNITY DESIGN 

GUIDELINES 

Section 13.2.1 of the adopted Specific Plan 

stipulates that “Community Design Guidelines 

shall be prepared by the Plan Area 

landowners and approved by the City prior to 

the submittal of the first tentative map”.  

The Community Design Guidelines are 

intended to provide the City of Folsom, 

property owners, planning, design and 

engineering professionals and Folsom 

residents with a vision of the level of design 

quality expected for “Public Realm” 

improvements. 

The Community Design Guidelines are 

written as a series of performance based 

objectives and policies.  Performance based 

objectives use the terms “should” or 

“encouraged” to indicate a desired design 

expectation.  Policies use the term “shall” to 

indicate required results based on the Folsom 

Municipal Code (FMC), FPASP Polices, EIR 

Mitigation Measures and the Community 

Design Guidelines.   

In any instance where the FPASP 

provisions conflict with the requirements of 

the FMC, the FPASP provisions will take 

precedence.  Where the FPASP does not 

address a specific provision, the Folsom 

Municipal Code will remain in force. 

The Community Design Guidelines do not 

address the placement of buildings, 

architectural details, colors, grading, 

landscaping and lighting for specific 

development parcels, the details of which are 

subject to the provisions of Project Level 

Design Guidelines to be included as part of a 

tentative subdivision map submittal as more 

fully described in FPASP Section 13.2.4. 

Although Project Level Design Guidelines 

cannot amend the Community Design 

Guidelines without the written consent of all 

“Participating Landowners”, Project Level 

Design Guidelines may include greater 

specificity on design detail for components of 

projects included with the Public Realm.  The 

Community Development Director shall 

determine that the project level design detail 

of components included within the Public 

Realm is consistent with, and does not 

purport to amend, the requirements set forth 

in these Community Design Guidelines. 
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Figure 1.3 – The Public Realm 
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1.6  RELATED PLANNING 

DOCUMENTS 

The Community Design Guidelines work in 

conjunction with a number of City and 

Specific Plan documents.  The following list 

provides a summary of the significant policy 

documents that should be referred to in 

addition to the Community Design Guidelines: 

1.6.1 The City of Folsom General Plan 

The City of Folsom General Plan was adopted 

in 1998 and subsequently amended in 1992, 

2002, and 2009.  With the adoption of the 

FPASP in 2011, the General Plan was 

amended to ensure consistency between the 

General Plan and the FPASP.  The General 

Plan sets forth the general guidelines for 

orderly growth and development within the 

City. 

1.6.2 The Folsom Municipal Code 

The City of Folsom Municipal Code (FMC) 

includes all of the regulatory and penal 

ordinances and certain administrative 

ordinances that establish standards for parks, 

streets and sidewalks, and building 

construction.  Where Specific Plan and 

Guideline policies and standards are silent on 

a subject, the FMC will govern.  In any 

instance where the FPASP provisions conflict 

with the requirements of the FMC, the FPASP 

provisions will take precedence.  Where the 

FPASP does not address a specific provision, 

the Folsom Municipal Code requirements will 

remain in force. 

1.6.3 The Folsom Plan Area Specific Plan 

The Specific Plan was approved by the City of 

Folsom in 2011 and it is the policy guide for 

the physical, and economic, growth of the 

Plan Area and goes beyond the goals, 

objective and policies of the General Plan and 

introduces new objectives, policies, standards 

and guidelines reflective of the current trends 

in community and transportation planning.  

Where conflicts exist between the Specific 

Plan policies and standards and the 

Community Design Guidelines, the Specific 

Plan policies and standards shall govern. 

1.6.4 The FPASP Environmental Impact 

Report & Environmental Impact Statement 

The joint FPASP EIR/EIS was certified by the 

City of Folsom in 2011 along with various 

Mitigation Measures to reduce or eliminate 

potentially adverse environmental impacts.  

Where conflicts exist between the Mitigation 

Measures and the Community Design 

Guidelines, the Mitigation Measures shall 

govern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2  INTRODUCTION   1 

 

 

THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES - APRIL 2015 1-7 

 

1.6.5 The FPASP Transit Master Plan 

The City of Folsom approved a Transit Master 

Plan for the Plan Area in 2011 and the 

Community Design Guidelines will offer 

additional guidance on the design of the 

transit corridor right-of-way paving, 

landscaping, and signs as well as transit 

shelters.  Where conflicts exist between the 

Community Design Guidelines and the Transit 

Master Plan, the Transit Master Plan 

standards and policies shall govern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.6.6 The FPASP Open Space Management 

Plan 

An Open Space Management Plan (OSMP) 

has been completed for the Plan Area that 

includes chapters on open space landscaping, 

fencing, trails, and fire access roads.  The 

Community Design Guidelines offers 

additional guidance on the design of these 

improvements and where conflicts exist 

between the Guidelines and the OSMP, the 

Open Space Management standards and 

policies shall govern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.6.7 Addendum to the City of Folsom 

Bikeway Master Plan 

An addendum, including the Plan Area, to the 

City of Folsom Bikeway Master Plan was 

approved by the City in 2011 and the 

Community Design Guidelines offer additional 

guidance on the design of Plan Area bikeway 

facilities.  Where conflicts exist between the 

Community Design Guidelines and the 

Bikeway Master Plan, the Bikeway Master 

Plan standards and policies shall govern. 
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1.6.8 The FPASP Operational Air Quality 

Mitigation Plan 

An Operational Air Quality Mitigation Plan 

(OAQMP) for the Plan Area was approved by 

the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality 

Management Control District in 2010 and the 

City of Folsom in 2011.  The OAQMP contains 

mitigation measures that address bicycle 

parking, bike paths, pedestrian paths, traffic 

calming devices, parking requirements, and 

the design of the transit corridor.  The 

Community Design Guidelines offer additional 

guidance on the design of these 

improvements and where conflicts exist 

between the Guidelines and the OAQMP, the 

Operational Air Quality Mitigation Plan 

standards and policies shall govern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.7  HOW TO USE THE 

GUIDELINES 

The Community Design Guidelines shall be 

used in conjunction with the related 

documents described in Section 1.6 in order 

to fulfill the Plan Area design principles and 

goals described in both the Specific Plan and 

the Community Design Guidelines.  In the 

event of conflicts between the Community 

Design Guidelines and the Specific Plan 

documents described in Section 1.6, the 

Specific Plan documents, standards and 

policies shall govern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.8 THE DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS 

All Plan Area projects in the “Public Realm” 

are subject to the Community Design 

Guidelines and the Design Review process 

outlined in FMC Chapter 17.06.  Public Realm 

projects shall be reviewed according to the 

following FPASP and CDG criteria: 

 Compliance with the intent and 

purpose of the FPASP and the 

Community Design Guidelines 

including all policies and development 

standards. 

 Implementation of applicable 

Mitigation Measures set forth in the 

FPASP EIR/EIS. 

1.9   ORGANIZATION 

The Community Design Guidelines are 

organized into the following sections: 

Section 1: Introduction 

Section 2: Public Realm Design Elements 

Section 3: Public Realm Components 

Appendix A: Folsom Master Tree List 
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2.1 OVERVIEW 

This section of the Community Design 

Guidelines describes the design elements that 

define each of the Public Realm components 

including such items as gateways, enhanced 

intersections, neighborhood entries, traffic 

calming features, lighting, signs, public art, 

street furniture, walls, fences, landscaping 

bikeways, sidewalks and trails. 
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2.2 GATEWAYS 

Gateways are the symbolic entry points to the 

Plan Area.  Both Primary and Secondary 

Gateways are recommended (refer to Figure 

2.1 for a Conceptual Gateway Plan and Figure 

2.2 for Potential Gateway Locations). 

2.2.1 Primary Gateways 

Primary gateways are recommended for major 

entry points to the Plan Area and may include 

significant features such as monuments, 

overhead structures, enhanced paving, 

lighting, water features, and ornamental 

plantings.  Potential locations for Primary 

gateways include: 

 Easton Valley Parkway (east of Prairie City 

Road) 

 Street ‘A’ (east of Prairie City Road) 

 Oak Avenue (one north of White Rock 

Road and one south of Highway 50) 

 Scott Road (one north of White Rock Road 

and one immediately south of Highway 

50). 

 Empire Ranch Road (one north of White 

Rock Road and one immediately south of 

Highway 50).

 

2.2.2 Secondary Gateways 

Secondary gateways are recommended for 

minor entry points to the Plan Area and may 

feature less significant architectural features 

than primary gateways.  Potential locations for 

Secondary Gateways include:

 

 Rowberry Road (immediately south of 

Highway 50). 

 Unnamed Collector Street (immediately 

east of Prairie City Road). 

 Street ‘B’ (North of White Rock Road). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.1 – Conceptual Gateway Plan 
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Gateway Examples 
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Figure 2.2 – Potential Gateway & Enhanced Intersection Locations 
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2.3 ENHANCED INTERSECTIONS 

Enhanced intersections highlight the location 

where two major streets intersect and may 

feature increased landscape corridor width, 

enhanced paving, ornamental walls, water 

features, and lush landscaping (refer to 

Figure 2.2 for potential Enhanced 

Intersection Locations and Figure 2.3 for a 

Conceptual Enhanced Intersection Plan). 

Special attention should be given to the 

intersections of Prairie City Road, Oak 

Avenue, Scott Road, Street ‘B’ and Empire 

Ranch Road with White Rock Road (the 

future Capital Southeast Connector).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Enhanced Intersection Examples 

 

Figure 2.3 – Conceptual Enhanced Intersection Plan 
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2.4 NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRIES 

Neighborhood entries mark the arrival to 

individual residential neighborhoods and may 

be either gated or non-gated.  Gated entries 

will require the approval of the Planning 

Commission and/or the City Council.  

Neighborhood entries typically feature 

ornamental fencing and walls, planted 

medians, signs, landscape lighting, enhanced 

paving, and lush landscaping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a Neighborhood Entry (Non-Gated)  

 
Example of a Neighborhood Entry (Non-Gated) 

 

Figure 2.4 – Conceptual Plan of a Non Gated 
Neighborhood Entry 

 

Figure 2.6 – Conceptual Plan of a Non-Gated Entry – 
Enhanced with a Median 

 

Figure 2.5 – Conceptual Plan of a Non-Gated 
Neighborhood Entry - Enhanced 
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Example of a Neighborhood Entry (Gated) 

 

Example of a Folsom Neighborhood Entry (Gated) 

 

Figure 2.7 – Conceptual Plan of an Enhanced Gated 
Neighborhood Entry 
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2.5 TRAFFIC CALMING 

FEATURES 

The Specific Plan proposes various traffic 

calming features that may be incorporated in 

the Plan Area circulation system including 

roundabouts and traffic circles; intersection 

and mid-block neck-downs; enhanced paving 

and other features.  All traffic calming features 

must be approved by the City of Folsom Police 

and Fire Departments. 

2.5.1 Traffic Circles 

Traffic circles are encouraged to slow traffic 

and to introduce visual diversity to the 

streetscape.  A planted center island with low 

water use landscaping should be incorporated 

into the design.  Special attention should be 

given to: 

 Edge treatment 

 Landscaping 

 Lighting 

 Directional signs 

 Paving design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a Residential Traffic Circle Example of a Residential Traffic Circle 

Example of a Folsom Residential Traffic Circle (The Parkway) 
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2.5.2 Raised Intersections 

Raised intersections are encouraged to slow 

traffic and to add another design element to 

the streetscape.  Special attention should be 

given to: 

 Edge treatment 

 Paving design 

 ADA compliance 

 Lighting 

 Directional Signs 

2.5.3 Intersection & Mid-Block Neck-Downs 

Intersection and mid-block neck-downs may 

occur at street intersections or strategic mid-

block locations to enhance the walking and 

cycling experience.  Special attention should 

be given to:   

 Width 

 Paving design 

 ADA compliance 

 Lighting 

 Landscaping 

 Drainage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.8 – Plan View of a Raised Intersection 

 
Example of a Raised Intersection 

Example of an Intersection Neckdown Figure 2.9 – Plan View of an Intersection Neck-Down 
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2.5.4 Enhanced Paving 

Enhanced paving is encouraged for sidewalks, 

parking areas and traffic calming features such 

as traffic circles, raised intersections, corner 

and mid-block bulb outs and at other traffic 

calming features.  Enhanced paving may 

include: patterned or stamped concrete, 

patterned and colored asphalt, interlocking 

concrete pavers and permeable pavement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of Enhanced Parking Lot Paving 

Example of Enhanced Asphalt Paving  

Example of Enhanced Sidewalk Paving 
 

Example of Enhanced Crosswalk Paving 

Example of Enhanced Paving at a Street Intersection 
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2.6 BRIDGES 

The Plan Area circulation system requires the 

construction of several bridges spanning 

Highway 50 and a number of road crossings of 

Alder Creek and its intermittent tributaries.  

Numerous bikeway and trail crossing of 

wetlands and intermittent drainages are also 

required. 

2.6.1 Highway 50 Bridges 

Currently, the Specific Plan proposes bridge 

crossings of Highway 50 at Oak Avenue, 

Rowberry Road and Empire Ranch Road.  The 

design of guardrails, paving, sidewalks, bike 

lanes, lighting and signs shall meet Cal Trans 

standards with special attention given to: 

 Sidewalk Width 

 Paving Design 

 Special Lighting Fixtures that incorporate 

fixtures for flags and banners 

 Directional and Informational Signs 

 Fencing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.6.2 Arterial & Collector Street Bridges 

A number of arterial and collector street 

bridge crossings of Alder Creek and its 

intermittent tributaries will be required.  The 

Specific Plan anticipates that these bridges will 

be either pre-cast modular bridges (Con-Span 

type) or cast-in-place concrete bridges 

featuring distinctively designed guardrails, 

fencing, sidewalks and lighting consistent with 

City of Folsom standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.6.3 Bikeway Bridges 

The Folsom Bikeway Master Plan proposes no 

fewer than twelve crossings of Alder Creek and 

its intermittent tributaries.  These bridges may 

be constructed of steel or wood similar to the 

prefabricated bridge crossing East Bidwell 

Street or the prefabricated wooden bridges 

crossing Humbug and Willow Creeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.6.4 Trail Bridges 

The Plan Area includes paved and unpaved 

trails offering increased pedestrian mobility 

throughout the entire Plan Area.  Some of 

these trails require the crossing of intermittent 

Example of an Arterial Street Pre-Cast Modular Bridge 

Example of a Folsom Bikeway Bridge  

Example of a Prefabricated Multi-Use Trail Bridge 
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tributaries of Alder Creek.  Wooden bridges 

are the recommended choice to blend-in with 

the natural setting of the Plan Area open space 

network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.7 LIGHTING 

Lighting accents and enlivens the night time 
streetscape and the thoughtful placement and 
creative use of lighting will enhance the Public 
Realm. 

2.7.1 Street Lighting 

Arterial and collector street lighting must 

conform to the City of Folsom fixture, pole and 

illumination standards; however, it is 

recommended that the design of the fixtures 

and poles be distinctive and contribute to the

 

overall design character of the Plan Area.  Dark 

sky friendly, full cut-off luminaires with round 

poles are the preferred choice.  The preferred 

Illumination source is LED (Light Emitting 

Diodes); however, other illumination 

alternatives are acceptable if approved by the 

City. 

2.7.2 Building, Parking & Landscape 

Lighting 

Buildings and parking lots should be 

illuminated for safety and 

aesthetics.  Pole mounted 

luminaries, wall mounted 

fixtures and landscape 

lighting are acceptable 

alternatives to illuminate 

buildings, parking areas, 

sidewalks, signs and 

landscaping.  Pole mounted, 

fully shielded luminaries are 

the preferred choice for and 

LED is the preferred 

illumination source; 

however, other illumination 

alternatives are acceptable if 

approved by the City. 

 

 
Examples of Street Light  Example of a Trail Bridge  

Example of a Folsom Trail Bridge  
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2.7.3 Bikeway & Trail Lighting 

Pole mounted luminaires and bollard lights 

may be used to maintain safety along 

designated Class I bikeways and paved trails.  

Pole mounted luminaires should be full cut-off 

with a distinctive Plan Area design.  LED is the 

preferred Illumination source; however, other 

illumination alternatives are acceptable if 

approved by the City.  Unpaved trails in open 

space areas shall remain unilluminated.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of Parking Lighting  Example of Building Lighting  Example of Entry Wall Lighting  

Example of Bollard Lighting at a Pedestrian Crossing 
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2.8 SIGNS 

Signs perform several functions including 

neighborhood identity and way-finding.  An 

overall sign theme should be developed and 

sign types and locations should be consistent 

throughout the Plan Area. 

Freestanding signs may be located in 

landscape corridors, street right-of-ways and 

planted medians with the approval of a sign 

permit pursuant to Section 17.59.050(A) of 

the Folsom Municipal Code.  All signs 

constructed or erected in the public realm 

require City of Folsom permits and payment 

of fees in compliance with FMC Section 

17.59.050. 

Free-standing signs shall be externally lit 

or internally illuminated with opaque (non-

translucent) background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.8.1 Identity & Directional Signs 

Identity signs convey information 

regarding names of businesses, 

community facilities, neighborhoods, 

and streets; directional signs assist 

residents and visitors in navigating 

through the Plan Area and the remainder 

of the city.  A complete Public Realm sign 

program will be developed as part of the 

approval process for Project Level Design 

Guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Example of a Folsom Directional Sign 
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2.8.2 Bikeway and Trail Signs 

Bikeway and trail signs should give 

simple unambiguous locations and 

direction to cyclists, walkers and joggers.  

Distinctive bikeway and trail sign designs 

should be established for the entire Plan 

Area.  Materials should be weather and 

vandal resistant.  Bikeway and trail signs 

should not be illuminated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of an Identity Sign Example of a Directional Sign 

Examples of Identity Signs Examples of Trail Directional & Mileage Signs 
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2.9 PUBLIC ART 

Art adds richness and meaning to life and its 

inclusion in the Public Realm is encouraged.  

Public art, including sculpture and murals is 

encouraged in landscape corridors, municipal 

facilities, parks, and open space.  All proposals 

for art in public places shall be reviewed and 

approved by the Folsom Arts and Cultural 

Commission and be consistent with its Master 

Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of Public Art (Wall Sculpture) 

Example of Public Art (Street Sculpture) 

Example of Public Art (Sculpture in a Park) 

Example of Public Art (Historical Artifact) Example of Public Art (Street Sculpture) 
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2.10 STREET FURNITURE 

Street furniture makes the Public Realm more 

useable for pedestrians and cyclists.  Well-

designed street furniture provides for the 

physical needs of people and encourages them 

to stroll, gather in groups and interact with 

other people.  

Street furniture should be distinctive in 

design and reflect the character of the Plan 

Area.  All street furniture elements should 

complement one another in terms of scale, 

materials, and color and comply with the 

requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA).  Public Realm street 

furniture may include, but is not limited to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.10.1 Benches 

Benches should be comfortable as well as 

durable to encourage people to sit and rest.  

Metal benches are the preferred choice and 

the use of wood benches should be avoided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.10.2 Bollards 

Bollards add another dimension to the 

streetscape and are encouraged to separate 

pedestrians from automobiles.  A distinctive 

bollard design is encouraged for use in the 

Town Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Examples of Benches Examples of Bollards 
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2.10.3 Shelters 

Shelters to protect people from winter rains 

and summer sun are recommended at transit 

stops, parks, the Town Center and other public 

places where people gather for outdoor 

activities. 

2.10.4 Drinking Fountains 

Drinking fountains satisfy a basic human need 

and should be included in the Public Realm, 

particularly in the Town Center and other 

public gathering places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Example of a Drinking Fountain 

Example of a Shelter (Park) 

Example of a Shelter (Transit Stop) 

Examples of a Shelter (Park) 

Example of a Shelter 
(Folsom LR Station) 
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2.10.5 Trash & Recycling Receptacles 

Trash and recycling receptacles are often 

overlooked in the planning process; however, 

they are essential elements that should be 

included in the Public Realm.  Coordinate the 

design trash and recycling receptacles with 

other Public Realm street furniture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.10.6 Planters 

Planters add variety to the streetscape and 

other public outdoor areas and their use is 

encouraged in the Public Realm.  Planters 

should be constructed of durable materials 

such as concrete, metal or terra cotta clay.  

The use of wood planters is discouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of Planters on an Urban Street 

Example of Planters in an Urban Plaza 

Example of a Combination  

Trash/Recycling Receptacle 

Example of a Trash Receptacle Example of Planters on an Urban Street 
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2.10.7 Trellises 

Trellises can articulate special walkways, 

provide solid support for vines, relief from the 

sun, and enhance and visually soften 

structures.  Trellises should be constructed of 

durable, low maintenance materials and be 

appropriately scaled to their setting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.10.8 Fountains & Water Features 

Fountains and water features are magnets for 

people and their use in the Public Realm is 

encouraged.  Fountains and water features can 

serve as landmarks, neighborhood entries, play 

areas for children and a welcome respite from 

the summer heat for adults.  The design of 

fountains and water features shall be 

consistent with urban water conservation Best 

Management Practices and all public health 

code requirements for public interaction with 

water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Example of an Interactive Water Feature 

 Example of a Fountain as a Focal Point Example of a Trellis in a Parking Lot 

Example of a Trellis at a Public Walk 

Example of a Trellis between Building & Parking  
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2.10.9 Tree Grates & Guards 

Tree grates and guards are both decorative 

and practical.  Tree grates and guards add 

another design element to the streetscape and 

protect tree trunks from injury, minimize root 

compaction and provide a protected area for 

watering and fertilizing.  Tree grates should be 

expandable to allow for tree trunk growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.10.10 Kiosks 

Kiosks are small temporary or permanent free 

standing structures that can be used 

seasonally for the sale of food and specialty 

items and permanently for message boards, 

ATMs and other public services.  Kiosks are 

recommended for the Town Center and other 

public places where people gather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.10.11 Bike Racks & Shelters 

Both long and short term bike parking should 

be provided in the Public Realm.  Safe and 

secure bike parking encourages people to 

commute to work and complete daily errands 

using bikes rather than cars. 

Bike racks and shelters should be well 

designed and blend-in with the design of other 

Plan Area street furniture and allow a cyclist to 

use a padlock and chain, cable or U-shaped 

lock to secure a bicycle to the rack.  The use of 

bike shelters is encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a Tree Grate & Guard 
 

Example of a Permanent Kiosk 

Example of a Bike Rack 

Example of a Tree Grate 
 

Example of a Bike Rack & Shelter 
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2.11 WALLS & FENCES 

Walls and fences provide security and privacy, 

define ownership boundaries and in some 

cases, deflect noise.    

2.11.1 Sound Walls 

When sound walls are required to protect 

residential neighborhoods from excessive 

traffic noise, they shall be located at the 

outside edge of landscape corridors and be no 

taller than 6 feet unless noise studies require a 

taller height.  Sound walls should be 

constructed from integrally colored pre-

finished split-face concrete masonry units 

(CMU) or conventional concrete masonry units 

faced in painted stucco.  Distinctive wall cap 

treatments, pilasters, horizontal offsets and 

varying heights are recommended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.11.2 Visual Privacy Walls 

Privacy walls provide total visual privacy and 

security between varying land uses or different 

property owners. The materials and 

construction of privacy walls should be similar 

to the construction of sound walls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a Sound/Privacy Wall with Decorative Cap 

Example of a Sound/Privacy Wall with Decorative Cap Example of a Stucco Faced Privacy Wall 

Example of a Decorative Wall Cap 

Example MultiplePrivacy Walls 
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2.11.3 Fences 

Fences provide varying degrees of privacy 

and security depending on their design.  

Fences may be constructed with ornamental 

metal or wood and may be solid or open.  All 

wood fences shall be stained or painted. 

Fences separating residential uses from 

open space areas shall be open and 

constructed of non-combustible ornamental 

metal and be no higher than 6 feet.  Access 

gates shall be provided where fences abut 

open space. 

Fences separating passive open space 

from preserve open space may be post and 

rail type wood fences with a recommended 

height of 4 feet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.12 RETAINING WALLS 

Retaining walls are designed to provide 

changes in grade and resist lateral earth 

pressure.  Acceptable retaining wall types 

include cantilever walls (reinforced concrete 

or reinforced concrete masonry units), 

segmental gravity walls (manufactured 

modular concrete units), and gravity rock 

walls (large natural rock units). 

Where practical, the Community Design 

Guidelines recommend a maximum exposed 

height of 8 feet for retaining walls.  

However, it is recognized that this 

recommendation may impose undue 

development constraints on some Plan Area  

Example of an Open Ornamental Metal Fence  Example of a Reinforced Segmental Gravity Walls 
(Manufactured Modular Concrete Units) 

Example of an Open Ornamental Metal 
Fence with Distinctive Top  

Example of a Wooden Post and Rail Fence 
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development parcels, particularly those   

east of the Sacramento/Placerville 

Transportation Corridor.  Therefore, 

retaining walls in excess of 8 feet are 

allowed with the approval of the City of 

Folsom Community Development 

Department. 

Additionally, tiered retaining walls, two 

or more retaining walls offset from one 

another by a minimum horizontal distance of 

6 feet, are allowed in the Plan Area.  The 

offset area may be graded at a maximum 

slope of 2 horizontal to 1 vertical and the 

area should be landscaped with low water 

use plantings.  Distinctive wall cap 

treatments, pilasters and horizontal offsets 

are also recommended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.13 PLANTING & IRRIGATION 

Plants connect us to the natural world and 

help shape the identity of a community.  The 

planting of trees and shrubs in the Public 

Realm will be crucial to the health and vitality 

of the Plan Area. 

2.13.1 Low Water Use Plantings 

Water is a valuable resource in California and 

plantings in the Public Realm shall feature low 

water use California native and Mediterranean 

species consistent with the requirements of 

the City of Folsom and the “River-Friendly 

Landscaping Coalition” guidelines1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Low Water Use Planting Installation on Oak Avenue North 

of Highway 50 

Example of a Low Gravity Rock Retaining Wall 

Example of a Gravity Rock Retaining Wall  

1The River-Friendly Landscaping Coalition is collaboration between 

public agencies, non-profit organizations, designers, private landscape 

architects and contractors in the Greater Sacramento Region.  The 

vision of the coalition is to improve the health of communities and 

ecosystems through sustainable landscaping in the Sacramento Valley 

and surrounding foothills. http://www.riverfriendly.org 

 

Example of Reinforced Segmental Gravity Walls 
(Manufactured Modular Concrete Units) 
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2.13.2 Street Trees 

Street trees provide needed shade, help to 

reduce air pollution and energy use and foster 

neighborhood identity.  It is recommended 

that each major signature circulation corridor 

in the Plan Area feature its own distinctive 

street tree (refer to Table 2.1 for 

recommendations).  Only street trees specified 

in the City of Folsom Master Tree List, or those 

approved by the City Arborist, may be planted 

in the Public Realm (refer to Appendix A).  Tree 

spacing shall be based on mature growth 

characteristics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a Red Maple 

Example of a Flowering Pear (Capital Pear) 

Example of a Ginkgo Tree Example of a Tupelo/Sour Gum Example of a Red Oak 

Example of a Chinese Pistache 
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Example of a Tulip Tree 

Example of an Accent Tree (Crape Myrtle) 

 

Botanical Name Common Name Size Notes

Acer rubrum Red Sunset Maple 2 1/2" - 3" 

Carpinus caroliana American Hornbeam 2 1/2" - 3" 

Ginko biloba Ginko 2 1/2" - 3"

Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree 2 1/2" - 3" 

Nyssa sylvatica Tupelo/Sour Gum 2 1/2" - 3"

Pistacia chinensis Red Push Pistache 2 1/2" - 3" 

Platanus acerifolia Columbia London Plane 2 1/2" - 3"

Pyrus calleryana Capital Pear 2 1/2" - 3" 

Quercus rubra Red Oak 2 1/2" - 3" 

Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak 2 1/2" - 3"

Quercus wislizenii Interior Live Oak #15 Container Open space sections

Sophora japonica Japanes Pagoda Tree 2 1/2" - 3" 

Styrax japonicus Japanese Snowbell 2 1/2" - 3" Accent Tree

Tilia americana American Linden 2 1/2" - 3" 

Til ia cordata Little Leaf Linden 2 1/2" - 3" 

Ulmus americana Princeton American Elm 2 1/2" - 3" 

Zelkova serrata Japanese Zelkova 2 1/2" - 3" 

Table 2.1 - Recommended Street Trees (Arterial, Collector & Urban Streets)
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Botanical Name Common Name Notes

SHRUBS

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree

Arctostaphylos densiflora 'Howard McMinn' Vine Hill  Manzanita

Artemisia californica California Sagebrush

Ceanothus sp. Wild Lilac

Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbrush

Cistus purpurea Orchid Rockrose

Cistus salviifoius Sageleaf Rockrose

Elaeagnus pungens Silverberry

Escallonia exoniensis 'fradesii ' Escallonia

Fremontodendron californicum Common Flannel Bush

Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon

Carpenteria californica Bush Anemone

Iris sp. Iris

Mahonia aquifolium Oregon Grape

Mimulus aurantiacus Monkey Flower

Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass

Penstemon sp. Beard Tongue

Rhaphiolepis indica Indian Hawthorn

Ribes aureum Golden Current

Xylosma congestum Xylosma

GROUND COVER

Arctostaphylos 'Emerald Carpet' Emerald Carpet Manzanita

Ceanothus gloriosus Point Reyes Creeper

Hypericum calycinum St. John's Wort

Lantana sp. Lantana

Lavandula sp. Lavender

Mahonia repens Creeping Mahonia

Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary

Santolina chamaecyparissus Lavender Cotton

Verbena peruviana Verbenea

Vinca minor Dwarf Periwinkle

Zauschneria californica California Fuchsia

Table 2.2 - Examples of Recommended Shrubs & Ground Cover (Public Realm)
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2.13.3 Shrubs, Ground Cover & Lawn 

Low water use shrubs and ground cover are 

the preferred choice for Plan Area plantings.  

Small areas of lawn will be allowed in the 

Public Realm; however, its use shall be limited 

to project entry locations.  Consistent with 

FPASP Policy 10.54, lawn areas should be 

limited to 25% of the total landscaped area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of Low Water Use Shrubs & Ground Cover 
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2.13.4 Irrigation 

Water efficient irrigation systems, consistent 

with the requirements of the latest edition of 

the California Model Water Efficient Landscape 

Ordinance, shall be mandatory for all projects 

in the Public Realm.   

A backbone “purple pipe,” non-potable 

irrigation system shall be installed for all Public 

Realm landscape improvement projects west 

of the Sacramento/Placerville Transportation 

Corridor.  Initially, the system may use potable 

water for irrigation; however, the ultimate 

source will be non-potable water when a 

source is identified and provided by the City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Low-volume irrigation systems (drip and 

micro-spray) are the recommended alternative 

to conventional rotor and spray irrigation 

systems for trees, shrubs and ground cover 

areas.  Conventional rotor and spray irrigation 

systems are the most feasible alternative for 

lawn areas.  All irrigation systems and 

controllers must be compatible with the City’s 

existing municipal system and shall include 

flow measuring capability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.14 BIKEWAYS, SIDEWALKS & 

TRAILS 

The Specific Plan includes a comprehensive 

system of bikeways, sidewalks and trails that 

connect the various residential neighborhoods 

to commercial centers, schools, parks and 

open space. The majority of Plan Area 

bikeways, sidewalks and trails are located in 

the Public Realm and therefore are subject to 

the requirements of the Community Design 

Guidelines as well as the requirements of the 

City of Folsom Bicycle Master Plan. 

2.14.1 Bikeways 

The updated City of Folsom Bikeway Master 

Plan illustrates a number of bikeway types 

including Class I paths, Class II bicycle lanes 

and Class III bicycle routes that will be used in 

the Plan Area: 

 Class I Bikeways: 12’ wide asphalt 

paving with 2’ and 4’ decomposed granite 

shoulders for walkers and joggers (refer to 

Figure 2.10). In open space areas, a 10’ 

planting zone on each side of the bikeway 

should be planted with low water use 

California native or Mediterranean plants 

consistent with the requirements of the 

City of Folsom and the “River Friendly 

Landscaping Coalition” guidelines.  Class I 

bikeways that serve as open space 

maintenance access roads shall have  

An Example of Low-Volume Drip Irrigation 

An Example of Low Volume Micro-Spray Irrigation 

An Example of Spray Irrigation for Lawns 
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thickened pavement edges to 

accommodate the additional weight of 

maintenance vehicles. 

 Class II Bike Lanes: 5’ wide exclusive 

lanes on all arterial and collector roads. 

 Class III Bike Routes:  Signed bike routes on 

selected local residential streets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.14.2 Sidewalks 

Sidewalks are proposed for arterial, collector, 

urban and local streets.  All sidewalks in the 

Public Realm must meet ADA standards. 

 Arterial Streets: 6’ wide in most cases and 

8’ on urban sections of Easton Valley 

Parkway.  The sidewalk may meander in 

open space sections.  Sidewalks on arterial 

streets are separated from the street by a 

landscape strip except for the Town 

Center/Urban sections of Easton Valley 

Parkway and Scott Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 2.10 – Plan Area Class I Bikeway 

 

Example of a Folsom Class I Bikeway (Open Space) 

 

Example of a Class I Bikeway (Open Space) 

 

Example of a Class I Bikeway (Residential Neighborhood) 

 
Example of an Arterial Street Sidewalk (Urban) 
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 Collector Streets: 6’ wide in most cases.  

The sidewalk may meander in open space 

and natural parkway sections.  Sidewalks 

on collector streets are always separated 

from the street by a landscape strip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Urban Streets: 15’ wide in most cases, 

punctuated at regular intervals with 

planting strips and cut-outs for street tree 

planting.  The use of enhanced paving, 

including integrally colored concrete, 

exposed aggregate concrete, concrete 

pavers, and brick and stone pavers is 

encouraged for all urban street sidewalks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.14.3 Trails 

The Specific Plan provides for two types of 

trails:  paved and unpaved. 

 Open Space Paved Trails: 6’ wide with 2’ 

wide decomposed granite paths on each 

side of the trail (refer to Figure 2.11) 

 Open Space Unpaved Trails: 6’ wide 

decomposed granite with 2’ of vegetation 

clearing on each side of the trail (refer to 

Figure 2.12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.11 – Paved Trail 

 

Example of an Arterial Street Sidewalk (Open Space) 

 

Example of a Collector Street Sidewalk 

 

Example of an Urban Street Sidewalk 

 

Example of an Urban Street Sidewalk 
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2.15 OPEN SPACE TRAIL HEAD 

PARKING 

Limited of off-street parking is permitted in 

open space areas.  Parking surfacing may be 

permeable or non-permeable; however 

permeable paving is the preferred alternative.  

Use low impact development strategies (bio-

swales, etc.) for surface drainage.  Wheel stops 

are favored over conventional curb and gutter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of Parking on Reinforced Grass Figure 2.12 – Unpaved Trail 

 
Example of an Unpaved Trail with an Interpretive Display 

 

Example of a Paved Trail (Open Space) 

 
Example of an Unpaved Trail Adjacent to Preserve Open 

Space 
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Example of a Bio-Swale (Surface Drainage) 

Example of Alternative Wheel Stops 
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3.1 OVERVIEW 

This section of the CDG describes the various 

components that make-up the Public Realm.  

Section 3.2 describes the Plan Area streets, 

Signature Corridors and Landscape Corridors.  

Sections 3.3 through 3.7 describe the Plan Area 

open space, parks, schools, municipal facilities 

and Infrastructure that are subject to the 

Community Design Guidelines. 
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3.2 PUBLIC STREETS, SIGNATURE 

CORRIDORS & LANDSCAPE 

CORRIDORS  

The section of the Community Design 

Guidelines establishes design guidelines for 

Plan Area streets, signature corridors and 

landscape corridors.  Section 3.2.1 describes 

the recommended design of arterial, collector 

and local residential streets.  Section 3.2.2 

describes the concept of signature circulation 

corridors and illustrates their recommended 

locations.  Section 3.2.3 describes and 

illustrates landscape corridors—the 18’ to 20’ 

wide landscaped areas outside the right-of-way 

of public streets. 
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3.2.1 STREETS 

The FPASP circulation plan establishes a 

hierarchy of roads including, expressways, 

arterials, collectors, and urban streets (refer to 

Figure 3.1 – FPASP Circulation Plan). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.1 –FPASP Circulation Plan 
Note: 
Street Names and the Actual Alignment of Public Streets Subject 
to Change. 
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 Expressways 

Expressways allow for moderate to high-speed 

travel within the city.  Expressways carry cross-

town traffic from other communities or 

between neighborhoods within the city.  

Intersection spacing is typically located at one-

half mile intervals.  White Rock Road (future 

Capital Southeast Connector expressway) 

demarcates the southern boundary of the Plan 

Area and a 50’ wide natural parkway separates 

Plan Area development from the northern edge 

of White Rock Road (refer to Figure 3.2). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Example of an Expressway 

Figure 3.2 – White Rock Road (Future Capital Southeast Connector Expressway 



PUBLIC REALM COMPONENTS    32 

 

THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 3-5 

 

 Arterial Streets 

Arterial streets connect and define 

neighborhoods within the Plan Area.  The 

typical arterial road section consists of two or 

three travel lanes in each direction separated 

by a planted median with either landscape 

corridors or open space on either side of the 

road right-of-way (refer to Figures 3.3 & 3.4).  

The urban arterial and the urban/open space 

arterial sections of Easton Valley Parkway 

incorporate a 38’ median reserved for as a 

future transit corridor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.3 – Typical Urban Arterial 

Figure 3.4 – Typical Open Space Arterial 

Example of an Urban Arterial 
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 Collector Streets 

Collector streets route traffic from residential 

neighborhoods to arterial streets and consist of 

divided or undivided two-lane streets with 

either a planted median or a paved center turn 

lane.  Plan Area collector streets are bordered 

by landscape corridors, open space or natural 

parkways (refer to Figures 3.5). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a Collector Street (Natural Parkway) Figure 3.5 –Typical Collector Street (Natural Parkway) 
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 Urban Streets 

Urban streets (minor collector roads) with 

parallel parking are the primary roads in the 

Town Center and Entertainment District areas 

(refer to Figure 3.6).  The street section consists 

of two travel lanes with parallel parking on both 

sides of the street to provide convenient access 

to retail establishments or multi-family 

residential developments (refer to Figure 3.7). 

Traffic calming features such as corner and mid-

block neck-downs are recommended for urban 

streets to reduce the apparent street width, 

provide distinct parking bays and slow traffic. 

Angle parking is encouraged on some Town 

Center and Entertainment District urban streets 

with low traffic volumes.  Streets surrounding 

the proposed Municipal Services Center are 

ideal locations for angle parking.  The angle 

parking street section consists of two travel 

lanes with parking on both sides of the street to 

provide access to retail establishments or multi-

family residential developments (refer to Figure 

3.8). Angle parking provides convenient access 

to shops and outdoor cafés while providing a 

buffer between these uses and automobile 

traffic. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of an Urban Street with Parallel Parking Example of an Urban Street with Angle Parking 

Figure 3.6 – Town Center Area 



32    PUBLIC REALM COMPONENTS     

 

3-8     THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 3.8 - Typical Urban Street (Angle Parking) Figure 3.7 –Typical Urban Street (Parallel Parking)  
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3.2.2 Signature Circulation Corridors 

Signature circulation corridors (refer to Figure 

3.9) combine roadway and transportation 

elements described in the Specific Plan with 

streetscape elements defined in the 

Community Design Guidelines to create a 

cohesive design vision along the entire length of 

a roadway segment regardless of land use or 

ownership. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.9 – Signature Circulation Corridors Example of a Signature Circulation Corridor 
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 Easton Valley Parkway 

Easton Valley Parkway is a significant signature 

circulation corridor that begins at Empire Ranch 

Road in the eastern uplands of the Plan Area 

and extends westward over three miles to its 

intersection with Prairie City Road at the 

western edge of the Plan Area.   

As illustrated in Figure 3.10, Easton Valley 

Parkway consists of three distinct sections:  an 

urban/hillside collector section, an urban 

arterial section and an open space arterial 

section.  Each section of Easton Valley Parkway 

has its own distinct design character. 

The urban/hillside collector section (similar 

to Figure 3.5) consists of single, one-way travel 

lanes and Class II bike lanes in each direction, 

separated by a 16’ wide landscape median with

 

a meandering sidewalk on one side of the street 

and a Class I bike path on the other side of the 

street. 

The urban arterial section of Easton Valley 

Parkway consists of dual one-way travel lanes 

and Class II bike lanes in each direction, 

separated by a 38’ wide landscape median 

(reserved as a future transit corridor) with 

landscape corridors and 8’ sidewalks on both 

sides of the street (refer to Figure 3.3). 

The open space arterial section of Easton 

Valley Parkway passes through the extensive 

open space network and consists of dual one-

way travel lanes and Class II bike lanes in each 

direction, separated by a 38’ wide landscape 

median (reserved as a future transit corridor)

 

with a meandering sidewalk located on the 

south side of the street (refer to Figure 3.4). 

A Primary Gateway feature (refer to Section 

2.2.1) is recommended near the western end of 

Easton Valley Parkway to serve as a major entry 

point to the Plan Area.  Special design features 

are also suggested at a number of proposed 

Enhanced Intersections (refer to Section 2.3) 

along the length of Easton Valley Parkway.  

Additionally, bus shelters and other transit 

facilities are proposed for the future transit 

corridor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  Figure 3.10 – Easton Valley Parkway, illustrates 

recommended locations for Primary Gateways and 

Enhanced Intersections. 

Figure 3.10 – Easton Valley Parkway 
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 Prairie City Road 

Prairie City Road is another Plan Area signature 

circulation corridor and one of the four 

principle entry points to the Plan Area.  As 

illustrated in Figure 3.11, Prairie City Road 

consists of two distinct sections:  an open space 

arterial section and an urban arterial section.  

Each section of Prairie City Road has its own 

distinct design character. 

The open space arterial section (similar to 

Figure 3.4, but without the transit corridor) 

abuts the Plan Area open space network, 

located east of the road, and consists of triple 

one-way travel lanes and Class II bike lanes in 

each direction, separated by a 16’ planted 

median (from Easton Valley Parkway to U.S. 

Highway 50) or dual one-way travel lanes in 

each direction, separated by a 16’ planted 

median (a 1,600 foot section north of Street 

‘A’).  The open space sections include a 

meandering sidewalk and California native 

plantings on the east side of the street  

The urban arterial section (similar to Figure 

3.3, but without the transit corridor) of Prairie 

City Road consists of dual one-way travel lanes 

and Class II bike lanes in each direction, 

separated by a 16’ planted median.  The urban 

arterial section includes a meandering sidewalk 

and low water use ornamental plantings on the 

east side of the street. 

In 2011, the County of Sacramento Board of 

Supervisors adopted a Quarry Truck  

Management Plan funding mechanism program 

for quality of life improvements for Eastern 

Sacramento County.  Contributions from this 

program shall only be used for the purpose of 

designing, approving, financing, constructing 

and maintaining quality of life roadway 

improvements to Prairie City Road related to 

quarry truck traffic from participating quarries.   

As illustrated in Figure 3.12, alternative 

Prairie City Road sections may be constructed 

at some future date as provided for in the 

adopted Quarry Truck Management Plan.  The 

Plan proposes an exclusive two lane quarry 

truck road with two distinct road sections:  a 

depressed section from Easton Valley Parkway 

south to Street ‘A’ (refer to Figure 3.13); and an 

at-grade section from Street ‘A’ south to White 

Rock Road (refer to Figure 3.14). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 2.6 –PRAIRIE CITY ROAD 

Note:  Figure 3.11 – Prairie City Road, illustrates 

recommended locations for Primary Gateways and 

Enhanced Intersections. 
Figure 3.11 – Prairie City Road 
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Figure 3.13 – Depressed Arterial 

Figure 3.14 – At-Grade Arterial Figure 3.12 –Prairie City Road 
(Alternative Design) 
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 Oak Avenue 

Upon completion of the Oak Avenue/ Highway 

50 interchange, a major new entry point to the 

Plan Area, as well as the remainder of the City 

to the north, will be established. 

As illustrated in Figure 3.15, Oak Avenue 

consists of two sections:  an open space arterial 

section and an urban arterial section. Each 

section of Oak Avenue will have its own distinct 

design character. 

The open space arterial section(similar to 

Figure 3.4, but without the transit corridor) 

extends through the Plan Area open space 

network from U.S. Highway 50 to Easton Valley 

Parkway, then south approximately 2,000’. The 

street section consists of dual one-way travel 

lanes and Class II bike lanes in each direction, 

separated by a 16’ planted median. The open 

space bordering the street will contain 

meandering sidewalks and California native 

plantings. 

The urban arterial section (similar to Figure 

3.3, but without the transit corridor) of Oak 

Avenue is similar in design to the open space 

section; however, landscape corridors are 

substituted for open space and the planting 

format will feature low water use ornamentals 

rather than California native plantings. 

Primary Gateway features (refer to Section 

2.2.1) are recommended for two locations:  the 

first, directly north of Easton Valley Parkway; 

the second, several hundred feet north of

 

White Rock Road.  Additionally, Enhanced 

Intersections (refer to Section 2.3) are proposed 

at Easton Valley Parkway, Street ‘A’ and White 

Rock Road. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 3.21 –Oak Avenue 

Note:  Figure 3.15 – Oak Avenue, illustrates 
recommended locations for Primary Gateways 

and Enhanced Intersections. 

Figure 3.15 –Oak Road 
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 Scott Road 

Scott Road is the most significant road corridor 

in the Plan Area, connecting the commercial 

core of the City north of Highway 50, with the 

Plan Area regional commercial center. 

As illustrated in Figure 3.16, Scott Road, for 

its entire length, is an urban arterial and 

consists of two design sections:  the first, a six 

lane section from Highway 50 to Street ‘B’; the 

second, a four lane section from Street ‘B’ to 

White Rock Road (similar to Figure 3.3, but 

without the transit corridor). 

The six lane section consists of triple one-

way travel lanes with Class II bike lanes in each 

direction, separated by a 16’ planted median.  

Landscape corridors with low water use 

plantings and sidewalks will border each side of 

the street. 

The four lane section consists of dual one-

way travel lanes with Class II bike lanes in each 

direction, separated by a 38’ planted median 

(24’ of the median is reserved for future street 

widening).  Landscape corridors with low water 

use plantings and sidewalks will border each 

side of the street. 

Primary Gateway features (refer to Section 

2.2.1) are recommended for two locations:  the 

first, north of Easton Valley Parkway 

immediately south of the Highway 50/Scott 

Road interchange; the second, several hundred 

feet north of White Rock Road. Additionally, 

Enhanced Intersections are proposed at Easton  

 

Valley Parkway, Street ‘B’, Street ‘A’ and White 

Rock Road. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Note: Figure 3.16 – Scott Road, illustrates 

recommended locations for Primary Gateways and 

Signature Intersections. 
Figure 3.16 –Scott Road 
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 Empire Ranch Road 

Empire Ranch Road, an additional proposed 

Plan Area signature circulation corridor, will link 

the Plan Area to the remainder of the City north 

of Highway 50 once the Empire Ranch 

Road/Highway 50 interchange is constructed.   

As illustrated in Figure 3.17, Empire Ranch 

Road consists of two sections: a six lane urban 

arterial section and a four lane urban/open 

space arterial section.  Each of these road 

sections will have its own distinctive design 

character. 

The six lane urban arterial section (similar to 

Figure 3.3, but without the transit corridor) 

extends from the proposed Empire Ranch Road 

interchange to just south of the intersection 

with Easton Valley Parkway. The street section 

consists of triple one-way travel lanes and Class 

II bike lanes in each direction separated by a 

16’ planted median. Landscape corridors and 

meandering sidewalks complete the street 

design. 

The four lane urban/open space arterial 

section (similar to Figure 3.3, but without the 

transit corridor) extends from just south of the 

Easton Valley Parkway intersection to White 

Rock Road and the design consists of dual one-

way travel lanes and Class II bike lanes in each 

direction separated by a 16’ planted median.  A 

Landscape corridor and meandering sidewalk 

completes the design of the west side of the 

street.  The east side of the street abuts a  

 

portion of the Plan Area open space and will 

feature a meandering sidewalk and California 

native plantings. 

Primary Gateway features (refer to Section 

2.2.1) are recommended for two locations: the 

first, immediately south of the proposed Empire 

Ranch/Highway 50 interchanges; the second, 

several hundred feet north of White Rock Road.  

Additionally, Enhanced Intersections are 

proposed (refer to Section 2.3) at Easton Valley 

Parkway, Street ‘A’ and White Rock Road. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Figure 3.17 – Empire Ranch Road, illustrates 
recommended locations for Primary Gateways and 

Signature Intersections. 
Figure 3.17 –Empire Ranch Road 
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 Street ‘A’ (To be Renamed) 

Street ‘A’ is the major east/west collector 

street in the Plan Area extending over three 

and one half mile from Prairie City Road at the 

western edge of the Plan Area to Empire Ranch 

Road in the eastern uplands. 

As illustrated in Figure 3.18, Street ‘A’ 

consists of two sections: an urban collector 

section and an open space collector section.  

The urban collector (refer to Figure 3.5) 

includes sections from Prairie City

 

Road to the north/south open space feature 

located between Oak Avenue and Scott Road; 

the second section runs from Neighborhood 

Park 4 to Street ‘B’.  The street section consists 

of single one-way travel lanes and Class II bike 

lanes in each direction separated by a 16’ 

planted median. Natural Parkways (refer to 

Section 3.3.1) with meandering sidewalks and 

California native plantings are planned for both 

sides of the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The open space collector section of Street 

‘A’ is similar to the urban collector section 

except that open space replaces natural 

parkways. 

A Primary Gateway feature (refer to Section 

2.2.1) is recommended east of Prairie City Road.  

Additionally, Enhanced Intersections (refer to 

Section 2.3) are proposed at Oak Avenue, Scott 

Road, Street ‘B’ and Empire Ranch Road. 
  

Note:  Figure 3.18 – Street ‘A,’ illustrates recommended 

locations for Primary Gateways and Signature 

Intersections. 

Figure 3.18 – Street ‘A’ 
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 Street  ‘B’ (To be Renamed) 

Street ‘B’ is a Plan Area urban collector street 

that runs east, from the eastern edge of Town 

Center, to the Sacramento-Placerville 

Transportation Corridor, then southeast to its 

terminus at White Rock Road (refer to Figure 

3.19). 

Street ‘B’ consists of two sections:  the first 

section extends eastward from New Placerville 

Road to the Sacramento-Placerville 

Transportation Corridor; the second section 

extends southeast from the terminus of the 

first section to White Rock Road.   

The first section of Street ‘B’ consists of 

single travel lanes in each direction, separated 

by a 38’ planted median (future transit 

corridor).  Class II bike lanes and 15’ sidewalks 

are provided on both sides of the street as well 

as street furniture and street tree plantings.  

On-street parking will be prohibited on this 

section of Street ‘B’. 

The second section of Street ‘B’ consists of 

single travel lanes in each direction, separated 

by a 38’ planted median (future transit 

corridor).  Class II bike lanes will be provided on 

both sides of the street.  A 6’ sidewalk will be 

provided on the west side of the street and a 

Class I multi-use bike path will be provided on 

the east side of the street in the Sacramento-

Placerville Transportation Corridor right-of-way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Secondary Gateway (refer to Section 

2.2.2) is suggested for a location several 

hundred feet north of White Rock Road and 

Enhanced Intersections (refer to Section 2.3) 

are proposed at White Rock Road, Street ‘A’ 

and New Placerville Road. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.19 –Street ‘B’ 

Note:  Figure 3.19 – Street ‘B,’ illustrates suggested 

locations for Secondary Gateways and Signature 

Intersections. 
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 Rowberry Road 

Rowberry Road is a four lane urban/open space 

arterial that passes over Highway 50 to provide 

access between the Plan Area and other City 

neighborhoods to the north (refer to Figure 

3.20).   

The Rowberry Road section is similar to 

Figure 3.4 (a 16’ median instead of 38’ and no 

Class I bike path) and consists of dual one-way 

travel lanes and Class II bike lanes in each 

direction, separated by a 16’ planted median.  

A 6’ sidewalk and 20’ landscape corridor are 

provided on the east side of Rowberry Road. 

Open space and a meandering 6’ sidewalk are 

located on the west side of the road. 

A Secondary Gateway feature (refer to 

Section 2.2.2) is recommended immediately 

south of Highway 50 to serve as a secondary 

entry to the Plan Area.  Special design features 

are suggested at the proposed Rowberry 

Road/Easton Valley Enhanced Intersection 

(refer to Section 2.3). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Note:  Figure 3.20 – Rowberry Road, illustrates 

suggested locations for Secondary Gateways and 

Signature Intersections. 

Figure 3.20 –Rowberry Road 
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 White Rock Road (Future Capital Southeast 

Connector) 

White Rock Road is currently designated by 

Sacramento County as a four lane divided 

arterial street with median.  More recently, the 

Southeast Capital Connector JPA announced 

plans to upgrade White Rock Road to a six lane 

expressway connecting Interstate 5 in Elk Grove 

with Highway 50 in El Dorado Hills (refer to 

Figure 3.21). 

Current approved plans for White Rock Road 

call for dual one-way travel lanes in each 

 

 

direction separated by a 36’ wide planted 

median.  As illustrated in Figure 3.2, the 

proposed Southeast Capital Connector plans 

call for widening to six lanes with controlled 

access intersections. 

The Specific Plan calls for a 50’ wide natural 

parkway (refer to Figure 3.25) with a 

meandering Class I bikeway along the entire 

northern edge of White Rock Road from Prairie 

City Road to the Sacramento/El Dorado County

 

 

line.  Enhanced Intersections are recommended 

at the future controlled intersections of Prairie 

City Road, Oak Avenue, Scott Road, Street ‘B’ 

and Empire Ranch Road (refer to Section 2.3).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3.21 – White Rock Road (Future Southeast Capital Connector) 

Note:  Figure 3.21  – White Rock Road, illustrates 
recommended locations for Secondary Gateways and 

Signature Intersections. 
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3.2.3 LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS 

Landscape corridors are located outside of the 

right-of-way of arterial and collector streets, 

are included in the Public Realm, and are 

subject to the Community Design Guidelines.  

The width of Landscape corridors varies from 

18 feet to 50 feet and they may contain 

sidewalks, walls and fences, low water use 

landscaping, retaining walls, signs, lighting and 

other streetscape elements.  Landscape 

corridors are located along the following 

highways and public streets (refer to Figure 

3.22): 

• U.S. Highway 50  
Along Commercial and Industrial/Office Park 

parcels. 

• Easton Valley Parkway  
Urban Arterial section  

• Oak Avenue  
From White Rock Road north approximately one 

mile  

• Scott Road  
U.S. Highway 50 to White Rock Road  

• Empire Ranch Road  
U.S. Highway 50 to White Rock Road  

• Rowberry Road  
East side from U.S. Highway 50 to Easton Valley 

Parkway 

• New Placerville Road  
Easton Valley Parkway to Street ‘B’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Landscape Corridor on a Collector Street A Landscape Corridor on an Urban Street 

Examples of Landscape Corridors on Arterial Streets 



PUBLIC REALM COMPONENTS    32 

 

THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 3-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3.22 – Landscape Corridors & Natural Parkways 
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3.3 OPEN SPACE 

The Specific Plan provides over 1,063 acres of 

open space for the use and enjoyment of local 

residents as well as the preservation and 

protection of valuable natural resources 

including oak woodlands, Alder Creek and its 

tributaries, wetlands, hillsides, cultural 

resources and scenic vistas  (refer to Figure 

3.23).  Proposed natural parkways (refer to 

Section 3.3.1) located along White Rock Road 

and Street ‘A’ are also considered part of the 

Plan Area open space.  

The Plan Area open space is divided into two 

zones:  a preserve zone that includes all of the 

preserved wetlands and required buffers with 

restrictions on public use and a passive zone 

that allows for limited recreation uses and 

facilities, storm water detention, oak tree 

mitigation areas and Plan Area infrastructure.  

The boundary between preserve and 

passive open space shall be fenced as will the 

boundary between passive open space and 

residential uses (refer to Section 2.11.3).  

Limited trail head parking is allowed in passive 

open space areas (refer to Section 2.15).  An 

extensive system of Class I bikeways, paved and 

unpaved trails (refer to Section 2.14), signs, 

shelters, benches, trash receptacles, and 

drinking fountains (refer to Section 2.10) are 

allowed in passive open space areas. 

All open space is considered part of the 

Public Realm and is subject to the Community  

 

Design Guidelines as well as the policies of the 

Open Space Management Plan (OSMP). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan Area Oak Savannah (Open Space) Plan Area Wetlands (Open Space) 

Plan Area Intermittent Drainages Open Space) Plan Area Hillsides (Open Space) 
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Figure 3.23 – Plan Area Open Space 
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3.3.1 NATURAL PARKWAYS 

Natural parkways are linear open spaces that 

are part of the overall open space network; 

they provide a bridge between larger Plan Area 

open space areas (refer to Figure 3.23).  Natural 

parkways are proposed for: 

 Street ‘A’ (major portions from Prairie City 

Road to Empire Ranch Road 

 White Rock Road (from Prairie City Road to 

the County line)

 

Natural parkways should be landscaped with 

low water use California Central Valley and 

Sierra Foothills native plants (refer to Section 

2.13).  Low volume irrigation systems will be 

provided in order to establish the new 

plantings.  The Street ‘A’ Natural Parkway will 

feature a gently meandering 6’ sidewalk along 

its entire length (refer to Figure 3.24) and the 

White Rock Road natural parkway will feature a 

meandering 12 foot wide Class I bikeway along 

its entire length (refer to Figure 3.25). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.25 – White Rock Road Natural Parkway Figure 3.24 – Street ‘A’ Natural Parkway

Example of a Natural Parkway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan View Natural Parkways 
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3.4 PARKS 

The Plan Area contains 125.1 acres of 

community, neighborhood and local parks, 

portions of which are subject to the design 

criteria included in the Community Design 

Guidelines.  The park interface or landscape 

corridor, the 20’ wide landscaped area between 

the street right-of-way and the active areas of a 

park (refer to Figure 3.26), is subject to the 

Community Design Guidelines.  The design of 

the remaining area of a park is subject to the 

criteria established in each park master plan 

and the project level park design guidelines. 

 Landscaping in the 20’ landscape corridor 

(refer to Figure 3.27) shall feature low 

water use plantings.  No lawn allowed in 

the landscape corridor area.  If fencing is 

required at the boundary between the 

landscape corridor and the park, it shall be 

constructed of ornamental metal (refer to 

Section 2.11.3). 

 The boundary between the park and open 

space may be fenced with ornamental 

metal fencing or other materials approved 

by the City (refer to Section 2.11.3).  Gates 

shall be installed at periodic interval to 

provide access to open space trails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example a Park Landscape Corridor 

Figure 3.26 – Park Landscape Corridors 

Figure 3.27 – Park Landscape Corridor  

Note:  This is a conceptual park plan for illustrative 

purposes only.  Final park plans must be approved by the 

City. 
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3.5 SCHOOLS 

The Plan Area contains sites for four 

elementary schools and one combined 

middle/high school, portions of which are 

subject to the design criteria contained in the 

Community Design Guidelines.  The school 

interface, the 30’ natural parkway or the 20’ 

landscape corridor, located between the street 

right-of-way and the active areas of a school 

(refer to Figure 3.28), is subject to the 

Community Design Guidelines.  The design of 

each school is subject to the criteria established 

in each school master plan and the project level 

school design guidelines. 

 Landscaping in the 30’ natural parkway 

(refer to Figure 3.30) shall feature low 

water use California native or 

Mediterranean plantings.  No lawn allowed 

in the natural parkway area.  If fencing is 

required at the boundary between a 

natural parkway and a school, it shall be 

constructed of ornamental metal. 

 Landscaping in the 20’ landscape corridor 

(refer to Figure 3.29) shall feature low 

water use plantings.  No lawn allowed 

within the landscape corridors.  If fencing is 

required at the boundary between a 

landscape corridor and a school, it shall be 

constructed of ornamental metal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.28 – School Natural Parkways and Landscape Corridors 

Figure 3.30 – School Natural Parkway  Figure 3.29 – School Landscape Corridor 
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3.6 MUNICIPAL SERVICE 

FACILITIES 

The Plan Area provides a site for a municipal 

services facility that may house City offices and 

a public Library.  The Plan Area also provides 

two sites for police and fire facilities (refer to 

Figure 3.31).  The municipal services facilities 

interface, the 20’ wide landscape corridor 

between the street right-of-way and the 

buildings should have a distinct design 

character and is subject to the Community 

Design Guidelines.  The design of the actual 

structures is subject to the Municipal Services 

Facilities Master Plan and the Project Level 

Design Guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.31 – Municipal Service Facilities Locations 

Example of Fire Station (City of Folsom) Example of Municipal Services Center 
(Folsom City Hall) 
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3.7 INFRASTRUCTURE 

The Plan Area provides sites for public 

infrastructure that may include a potable water 

treatment plant, potable and recycle water 

storage tanks, wastewater lift stations, potable 

water lift stations, stormwater detention basins 

and dry utilities (refer to Figures 3.32 & 3.33). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.32 - Detention Basin 

 

Example of Green Street Drainage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan View Natural Parkways 

Example of Water Storage Tanks 
(Integrated into Hillside Grading) 

 

Example of a Utility Structure  

 

Example of a Water Storage Tank 
(Integrated with a Neighborhood Park) 

 

Example of Retention Basin 

 Note:  No detention/, retention or water quality basins 

shall be located within park boundaries.  No fences shall 

be installed around detention, retention or water quality 

basins in open space. 



PUBLIC REALM COMPONENTS    32 

 

THE FOLSOM PLAN AREA SPECIFIC PLAN COMMUNITY DESIGN GUIDELINES – APRIL 2015 3-29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.33 – Infrastructure Locations 
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